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opinion that the Duke's being of that persuasion, was the main encouragement to the papists in these attempts.
November 5.    Came forth the proclamation for the banishment of papists ten miles from London.
November 6 and 7. Several of Colcman's letters, which he had received from Jesuits in France, Flanders, and Ireland, some directed to him, others to the Duke's confessor, were read publicly in the House (those that were in French being before translated into English by a committee appointed for that purpose, of which I was one, and translated six for my share). By several of the said letters the design did plainly appear to introduce popery, and by means pernicious to the King and government, but not so far as was pretended, The 7th, being with my Lord Treasurer (as T had been three times before that week with others) to consider what would be the fittest to be complied with to frame an Act to lessen the popish intoi'cst in this kingdom, Ms lordship told us the King would be content that, something were enacted to pare the nails (to use his own phrase) of a popish successor; but that he, would not suffer his brother to be taken away from him, nor the right line of the succession of the Crown interrupted.
Nove?nber 10. Being Sunday, the Commoiia sat (ill four in the afternoon to examine Bedloe, who gave; mi account of the killing of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey by two of my Lord Bellasis's servants. Two priests in Somerset House accused that lord of being privy to the design of killing the King, and confirmed many other particulars of Oates's evidence. This Bedloe was the son of a cobbler in Wales, but had cheated a great many merchants abroad and gentlemen at home, by personating my Lord Gerard, and other men of quality, and by divers other cheats; and when he was taxed with it, he made it an argument to be more credited in this matter, saying nobody but a rogue could be employed in such designs.